
 

  

 

Reference number
ISO 14708-3:2008(E)

© ISO 2008
 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
STANDARD 

ISO
14708-3

First edition
2008-11-15

Implants for surgery — Active 
implantable medical devices — 
Part 3: 
Implantable neurostimulators 

Implants chirurgicaux — Dispositifs médicaux implantables actifs — 

Partie 3: Neurostimulateurs en implant 

 

STANDARDSISO.C
OM : C

lick
 to

 vi
ew

 th
e f

ull
 PDF of

 IS
O 14

70
8-3

:20
08

https://standardsiso.com/api/?name=768ab739fe600084638b708c19283388


ISO 14708-3:2008(E) 

PDF disclaimer 
This PDF file may contain embedded typefaces. In accordance with Adobe's licensing policy, this file may be printed or viewed but 
shall not be edited unless the typefaces which are embedded are licensed to and installed on the computer performing the editing. In 
downloading this file, parties accept therein the responsibility of not infringing Adobe's licensing policy. The ISO Central Secretariat 
accepts no liability in this area. 

Adobe is a trademark of Adobe Systems Incorporated. 

Details of the software products used to create this PDF file can be found in the General Info relative to the file; the PDF-creation 
parameters were optimized for printing. Every care has been taken to ensure that the file is suitable for use by ISO member bodies. In 
the unlikely event that a problem relating to it is found, please inform the Central Secretariat at the address given below. 

 

 COPYRIGHT PROTECTED DOCUMENT 
 
©   ISO 2008 
All rights reserved. Unless otherwise specified, no part of this publication may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, 
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and microfilm, without permission in writing from either ISO at the address below or 
ISO's member body in the country of the requester. 

ISO copyright office 
Case postale 56 • CH-1211 Geneva 20 
Tel.  + 41 22 749 01 11 
Fax  + 41 22 749 09 47 
E-mail  copyright@iso.org 
Web  www.iso.org 

Published in Switzerland 
 

ii  © ISO 2008 – All rights reserved
 

 

STANDARDSISO.C
OM : C

lick
 to

 vi
ew

 th
e f

ull
 PDF of

 IS
O 14

70
8-3

:20
08

https://standardsiso.com/api/?name=768ab739fe600084638b708c19283388


ISO 14708-3:2008(E) 

© ISO 2008 – All rights reserved  iii

Contents Page 

Foreword............................................................................................................................................................. v 
Introduction ....................................................................................................................................................... vi 
1 Scope ..................................................................................................................................................... 1 
2 Normative references ........................................................................................................................... 1 
3 Terms and definitions........................................................................................................................... 2 
4 Symbols and abbreviated terms ......................................................................................................... 3 
5 General requirements for non-implantable parts .............................................................................. 3 
6 Requirements for particular active implantable medical devices ................................................... 3 
7 General arrangement of the packaging.............................................................................................. 6 
8 General markings for active implantable medical devices .............................................................. 6 
9 Markings on the sales packaging ....................................................................................................... 6 
10 Construction of the sales packaging.................................................................................................. 7 
11 Markings on the sterile pack ............................................................................................................... 8 
12 Construction of the non-reusable pack.............................................................................................. 8 
13 Markings on the active implantable medical device ......................................................................... 9 
14 Protection from unintentional biological effects caused by the active implantable medical 

device..................................................................................................................................................... 9 
15 Protection from harm to the patient or user caused by external physical features of the 

active implantable medical device .................................................................................................... 10 
16 Protection from harm to the patient caused by electricity............................................................. 10 
17 Protection from harm to the patient caused by heat ...................................................................... 11 
18 Protection from ionizing radiation released or emitted from the active implantable 

medical device .................................................................................................................................... 11 
19 Protection from unintended effects caused by the device............................................................. 11 
20 Protection of the device from damage caused by external defibrillators..................................... 12 
21 Protection of the device from changes caused by high-power electrical fields applied 

directly to the patient.......................................................................................................................... 12 
22 Protection of the active implantable medical device from changes caused by 

miscellaneous medical treatments ................................................................................................... 12 
23 Protection of the active implantable medical device from mechanical forces ............................ 12 
24 Protection of the active implantable medical device from damage caused by electrostatic 

discharge ............................................................................................................................................. 13 
25 Protection of the active implantable medical device from damage caused by atmospheric 

pressure changes ............................................................................................................................... 13 
26 Protection of the active implantable medical device from damage caused by temperature 

changes ............................................................................................................................................... 13 
27 Protection of the active implantable medical device from electromagnetic non-ionizing 

radiation............................................................................................................................................... 13 

STANDARDSISO.C
OM : C

lick
 to

 vi
ew

 th
e f

ull
 PDF of

 IS
O 14

70
8-3

:20
08

https://standardsiso.com/api/?name=768ab739fe600084638b708c19283388


ISO 14708-3:2008(E) 

iv  © ISO 2008 – All rights reserved
 

28 Accompanying documentation.......................................................................................................... 21 

Annex AA (informative)  Relationship between the fundamental principles in ISO/TR 14283 [8] and 
the clauses of this part of ISO 14708 ................................................................................................ 23 

Annex BB (informative)  Relationship between the clauses of this part of ISO 14708 and the 
fundamental principles listed in Annex AA...................................................................................... 33 

Annex CC (informative)  Rationale................................................................................................................... 35 
Bibliography ..................................................................................................................................................... 44 
 

STANDARDSISO.C
OM : C

lick
 to

 vi
ew

 th
e f

ull
 PDF of

 IS
O 14

70
8-3

:20
08

https://standardsiso.com/api/?name=768ab739fe600084638b708c19283388


ISO 14708-3:2008(E) 

© ISO 2008 – All rights reserved  v

Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO 14708-3 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 150, Implants for surgery, Subcommittee SC 6, 
Active implants. 

ISO 14708 consists of the following parts, under the general title Implants for surgery — Active implantable 
medical devices: 

⎯ Part 1: General requirements for safety, marking and for information to be provided by the manufacturer 

⎯ Part 2: Cardiac pacemakers 

⎯ Part 3: Implantable neurostimulators 

⎯ Part 4: Implantable infusion pumps 
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Introduction 

This part of ISO 14708 specifies particular requirements for active implantable medical devices intended for 
electrical stimulation of the central or peripheral nervous system, to provide basic assurance of safety for both 
patients and users. It amends and supplements ISO 14708-1:2000, hereinafter referred to as ISO 14708-1. 

The requirements of this part of ISO 14708 take priority over those of ISO 14708-1. 

Devices that use electricity to stimulate the nervous system are commonly called neurostimulators. They 
produce controlled electrical pulses that are delivered through electrodes in contact with a specific target area. 
Whether or not a neurostimulator is totally or partially implantable, a lead or extension is usually required to 
convey stimulation pulses from a form of pulse generator to the electrodes, although newer forms of device 
might not utilize leads or extensions. An external programmer might be used to adjust device parameters. 

Currently, several types of neurostimulators exist for treating the central or peripheral nervous system. This 
part of ISO 14708 is intended to apply to these neurostimulator types regardless of therapy. (See Clause 3 for 
device type definitions used throughout this part of ISO 14708.) 

This part of ISO 14708 is relevant to all parts and accessories of implantable neurostimulators, including 
programmers, trial screeners, software, and technical manuals. Not all parts or accessories might be intended 
to be totally or partially implanted, but there is a need to specify some requirements of non-implantable parts 
and accessories if they could affect the safety or performance intended by the manufacturer. 

Requirements for physiologic sensing functions of implantable neurostimulators are not included in this edition 
of this part of ISO 14708 but might be considered in future editions. 

Within this part of ISO 14708 the following terms are used to amend and supplement ISO 14708-1: 

“Replacement”: the clause of ISO 14708-1 is replaced completely by the text of this part of ISO 14708. 

“Addition”: the text of this part of ISO 14708 is additional to the requirements of ISO 14708-1. 

“Amendment”: the clause of ISO 14708-1 is amended as indicated by the text of this part ISO 14708. 

“Not used”: the clause of ISO 14708-1 is not applied in this part ISO 14708. 

Subclauses, figures, or tables that are additional to those of ISO 14708-1 are numbered starting from 101; 
additional annexes are lettered AA, BB, etc. 
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Implants for surgery — Active implantable medical devices — 

Part 3: 
Implantable neurostimulators 

1 Scope 

This part of ISO 14708 is applicable to active implantable medical devices intended for electrical stimulation of 
the central or peripheral nervous system. 

This part of ISO 14708 is also applicable to all non-implantable parts and accessories of the devices as 
defined in Clause 3. 

The tests that are specified in this part of ISO 14708 are type tests intended to be carried out on a sample of a 
device to show compliance, and are not intended to be used for the routine testing of manufactured products. 

NOTE This part of ISO 14708 is not intended to apply to non-implantable neurostimulation devices. However, it does 
apply to devices intended to be used as trial screeners because of their close affiliation with implantable neurostimulators. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 

ISO 14708-1, Implants for surgery — Active implantable medical devices — Part 1: General requirements for 
safety, marking and for information to be provided by the manufacturer 

IEC 60601-1:2005, Medical electrical equipment — Part 1: General requirements for basic safety and 
essential performance 

IEC 60601-1-2:2007, Medical electrical equipment — Part 1-2: General requirements for basic safety and 
essential performance — Collateral standard: Electromagnetic compatibility — Requirements and tests 

IEC 61000-4-3:2002, Electromagnetic compatibility (EMC) — Part 4-3: Testing and measurement 
techniques — Radiated, radio-frequency, electromagnetic field immunity test 

ANSI/AAMI PC69:2000, Active implantable medical devices — Electromagnetic compatibility — EMC test 
protocols for implantable cardiac pacemakers and implantable cardioverter defibrillators 
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3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in ISO 14708-1 and the following apply. 

3.101 
implantable neurostimulator 
INS 
active implantable medical device intended for electrical stimulation of the central or peripheral nervous 
system 

NOTE For purposes of this part of ISO 14708, an implantable neurostimulator can be a single article, or a system 
consisting of a set of components and accessories which interact to achieve the performance intended by the 
manufacturer. Not all of these components or accessories might be required to be partially or totally implanted, e.g. 
programmers, screeners and RF transmitters. 

3.102 
implantable pulse generator 
IPG 
implantable part of a particular type of implantable neurostimulator, typically consisting of a power source and 
electronic circuit, which produces a stimulation voltage or current pulse 

NOTE The complete neurostimulator includes a means for conveying the output pulse to the stimulation site. 

3.103 
RF transmitter 
non-implantable part of a particular type of implantable neurostimulator, typically consisting of a power source 
and electronic circuit, which produces an electrical output pulse transmitted through an antenna to an 
implanted RF receiver 

3.104 
RF receiver 
implantable part of a particular type of implantable neurostimulator which converts an electrical pulse received 
from an external RF transmitter into a stimulation voltage or current pulse 

3.105 
trial screener 
non-implantable neurostimulator, used during a trial period of stimulation, typically consisting of a power 
source and electronic circuit, which produces a stimulation voltage or current pulse conveyed to the 
stimulation site through a lead or leads 

NOTE Although a medical device in its own right, a screener is considered by this part of ISO 14708 as an accessory 
to an implantable neurostimulator. 

3.106 
projected service life 
period after implantation when the implantable neurostimulator remains within stated specifications and 
characteristics 

3.107 
DUT 
device under test, including conductive leads 

3.108 
essential performance 
performance necessary to achieve freedom from unacceptable risk 

NOTE For guidance on essential performance concepts, see IEC 60601-1. 
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4 Symbols and abbreviated terms 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies. 

5 General requirements for non-implantable parts 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies except as follows. 

Addition: 

NOTE 3 This clause applies to RF transmitters, trial screeners, and programmers, for example. A percutaneous lead, 
such as might be used with screeners, is considered to be an implantable part. 

6 Requirements for particular active implantable medical devices 

Additional subclauses: 

6.101 Measurement of stimulation pulse characteristics 

This subclause describes a uniform method of measurement for certain stimulation pulse characteristics 
(amplitude, pulse width, pulse rate and pulse shape). The related specifications and characteristics stated by 
the manufacturer in the accompanying documentation (see 28.8) shall correspond with the results obtained in 
accordance with this method. 

If the neurostimulator has multiple channels or output modes (e.g. bipolar or unipolar), the characteristics of 
each channel or mode shall be determined. Consideration shall be given to all states of operation, 
i.e. channels or modes operating individually or simultaneously. 

Test conditions and device settings applicable to the stimulation pulse characteristics stated in the 
accompanying documentation shall also be stated (see 28.8). 

NOTE 1 Test conditions refer, for example, to ambient temperature and any special circumstances that existed during 
the measurements. Device settings refer, for example, to the rate and pulse width values that were set during the 
amplitude measurement. 

The test sample shall be representative of production units, be in normal working condition, and shall not have 
reached the elective replacement indication (see 19.2). 

⎯ Method: The pulse generator (i.e. IPG, RF receiver, trial screener) shall be connected to a load resistor, 
RL, and test equipment as shown in Figure 101. Resister values for RL shall be determined by the 
manufacturer based on appropriate tissue impedances for use of the product. Measurements shall be 
replicated to characterize operation at minimum, typical and maximum load impedances. More complex 
impedances may be used if they better represent actual use. In addition, the measurements shall be 
performed using a nominal impedance, RL, of 499 Ω ± 1 %. The load impedances used to obtain the 
stimulation pulse characteristics stated in the accompanying documentation (see 28.8) shall also be 
stated. 

Points A and B, as shown in Figure 101, represent either the direct electrical output of the pulse generator 
or the electrodes at the distal end of a lead (or lead-extension combination), if applicable. The 
manufacturer shall unequivocally state the configuration(s) that are applicable to the stimulation pulse 
characteristics stated in the accompanying documentation (see 28.8). 

NOTE 2 Configuration refers to the point of measurement and to the model mix of pulse generator, and leads and 
extensions, (if applicable). 
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While performing these measurements, the pulse shapes associated with each channel shall be 
characterized and described in the accompanying documentation (see 28.8). Any variations in pulse 
shapes, between channels, output modes, states of operation or load conditions, shall also be described. 

The measurement accuracy of the test set-up shall be within ± 5 %. Test equipment and test sample shall 
be at room temperature. 

 

Key 

1 oscilloscope 
2 channel 1 
3 trigger 
4 pulse generator 
5 load (as specified) 

Figure 101 — Test set-up for measuring stimulation pulse characteristics 

 

The pulse amplitude shall be measured from the base (just prior to the pulse transition) to the peak of the 
pulse as shown in Figure 102. The result shall be expressed in volts or milliamperes, as appropriate. In 
addition, other units may be used at the manufacturer’s discretion. 

 

Key 

1 amplitude 

Figure 102 — Measurement of pulse amplitude 
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The pulse width shall be measured between the points on the pulse equal to one-half of the peak pulse 
amplitude as shown in Figure 103. The result shall be expressed in microseconds. In addition, other units may 
be used at the manufacturer’s discretion. 

 

Key 

1 pulse width (at ½ amplitude point) 

Figure 103 — Measurement of pulse width 

The pulse rate shall be determined by measuring the interval from the leading edge of one pulse to the 
leading edge of the next pulse from the same point on the pulse used to measure pulse width 
(see Figure 104). The actual rate is calculated from the reciprocal of the interval measurement. The result 
shall be expressed in Hertz (Hz). In addition, other units may be used at the manufacturer’s discretion. 

 

Key 

1 pulse interval (at ½ amplitude point) 

Figure 104 — Measurement of pulse interval to determine rate 

6.102 Measurement of lead or extension d.c. resistance 

This subclause describes a uniform method of measurement for lead or extension d.c. resistance. The related 
specifications and characteristics stated by the manufacturer in the accompanying documentation (see 28.8) 
shall correspond with the results obtained in accordance with this method. 

If the lead or extension has multiple conductors, the d.c. resistance of each conductor shall be determined. 

Test conditions applicable to the lead or extension d.c. resistance stated in the accompanying documentation 
shall also be stated (see 28.8). 

NOTE Test conditions refer, for example, to ambient temperature and any special circumstances that existed during 
the measurements. 

The test sample shall be representative of production units and be in normal working condition. 

⎯ Method: The d.c. resistance of lead and extension conductors shall be measured by applying a four 
terminal ohmmeter (offset compensated) between the proximal and distal end of each conductive element. 
The results shall be expressed in ohms. In addition, other units may be used at the manufacturer’s 
discretion. 

The measurement accuracy of the test setup shall be within ± 5 %. Test equipment and test sample shall 
be at room temperature. 
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7 General arrangement of the packaging 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies. 

8 General markings for active implantable medical devices 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies except as follows. 

8.2 

Addition: 

NOTE For leads that are not intended to be implanted and are used only temporarily, this requirement does not apply. 

Additional subclauses: 

8.101 If special handling measures have to be taken during transport, the transport packaging shall be 
marked accordingly (see ISO 780 [1] or ISO 15223 [2]). 

Compliance shall be checked by inspection. 

8.102 The permissible environmental conditions for transport shall be marked on the outside of the transport 
packaging. 

Compliance shall be checked by inspection. 

9 Markings on the sales packaging 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies except as follows. 

9.4 

Addition: 

Specific additional information shall be provided for the following components: 

a) Implantable pulse generator (IPG) and trial screener 

⎯ number of electrodes and channels, 

⎯ if the output is constant voltage or constant current, 

⎯ any additional information and relevant characteristics, as necessary, to identify the device. 

b) Lead 

⎯ type of lead (e.g. surgical, percutaneous, cuff, CNS, peripheral), 

⎯ number of electrodes per lead, 

⎯ lead length (in centimetres), 

⎯ any additional information and relevant characteristics, as necessary, to identify the device. 
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c) Extension 

⎯ type of extension (e.g. low profile, bifurcated), 

⎯ number of electrodes per extension, 

⎯ extension length (in centimetres), 

⎯ any additional information and relevant characteristics, as necessary, to identify the device. 

d) RF receiver 

⎯ number of electrodes and channels, 

⎯ if the output is constant voltage or constant current 

⎯ maximum recommended implant depth, 

⎯ a means of identifying the corresponding RF transmitter, 

⎯ a means of identifying the corresponding lead, if not permanently attached, 

⎯ any additional information and relevant characteristics, as necessary, to identify the device. 

e) RF transmitter 

⎯ number of channels, 

⎯ maximum recommended transmission distance, 

⎯ a means of identifying the corresponding RF receiver, 

⎯ any additional information and relevant characteristics, as necessary, to identify the device. 

Additional subclause: 

9.101 The sales packaging shall, when appropriate, bear an indication that the contents are intended for 
single use only. 

Compliance shall be checked by inspection. 

10 Construction of the sales packaging 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies except as follows. 

10.3 

Amendment: 

The test is replaced by subclause 7.1.3 b) of IEC 60601-1:2005. 

NOTE Removable stickers (e.g. temporary stickers used in the manufacturing process), which provide 
supplementary information exceeding the information specified in Clause 9, need not be subjected to this test. 
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11 Markings on the sterile pack 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies except as follows. 

Additional subclause: 

11.101 The sterile pack shall bear specific additional information for the following components: 

a) Implantable pulse generator (IPG) 

⎯ number of electrodes and/or channels, 

⎯ if the output is constant voltage or constant current, 

⎯ maximum recommended implant depth, if applicable, 

⎯ any additional information and relevant characteristics, as necessary, to identify the device. 

b) Lead 

⎯ type of lead (e.g. surgical, percutaneous, cuff, CNS, peripheral), 

⎯ number of electrodes per lead, 

⎯ lead length (in centimetres), 

⎯ any additional information and relevant characteristics, as necessary, to identify the device. 

c) Extension 

⎯ type of extension (e.g. low profile, bifurcated), 

⎯ number of electrodes per extension, 

⎯ extension length (in centimetres),  

⎯ any additional information and relevant characteristics, as necessary, to identify the device. 

d) RF receiver 

⎯ maximum recommended implant depth 

⎯ a means of identifying the corresponding RF transmitter 

⎯ a means of identifying the corresponding lead, if not permanently attached 

⎯ any additional information and relevant characteristics, as necessary, to identify the device. 

Compliance shall be checked by inspection. 

12 Construction of the non-reusable pack 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies. 

STANDARDSISO.C
OM : C

lick
 to

 vi
ew

 th
e f

ull
 PDF of

 IS
O 14

70
8-3

:20
08

https://standardsiso.com/api/?name=768ab739fe600084638b708c19283388


ISO 14708-3:2008(E) 

© ISO 2008 – All rights reserved  9

13 Markings on the active implantable medical device 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies except as follows. 

13.1 

Amendment: 

The wet rub test is replaced by subclause 7.1.3 b) of IEC 60601-1:2005, after which the markings shall remain 
clearly legible. 

14 Protection from unintentional biological effects caused by the active implantable 
medical device 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies except as follows. 

14.2 

Replacement: 

Any part of the implantable neurostimulator, intended in normal use to be in contact with body fluids, shall be 
evaluated to determine if the release of particulate matter is hazardous. 

⎯ Test: Remove the implantable part aseptically from the non-re-usable pack. Immerse the implantable part 
in a bath of approximately 9 g/l saline solution, suitable for injection, or filtered saline or ultra-pure water, 
in a neutral glass container. The volume of the saline in millilitres shall be (5 ± 0,5) times the numerical 
value of the surface area of the implantable part expressed in cm2. The container shall be covered with a 
glass lid and maintained at 37 °C ± 2 °C for between 8 h and 18 h, the bath being agitated throughout the 
period. A reference sample of similar volume shall be prepared from the same batch of saline, maintained 
and agitated in a similar way to the specimen. A sample of liquid from the specimen bath and from the 
reference bath shall be compared using apparatus suitable for measurement of particle size, such as 
apparatus operating on the light blockage principle [see method 2.9.19 of the European Pharmacopoeia, 
3rd edition, 1977, (Council of Europe)[3]]. 

The excess average count of particles from the specimen compared to the reference sample shall not exceed 
the amount determined, by the manufacturer, to be hazardous. If the manufacturer does not make this 
determination then the excess average count shall not exceed 100 per ml greater than 5,0 µm and shall not 
exceed 5 per ml greater than 25 µm. 

Compliance shall be confirmed by inspection of a design analysis provided by the manufacturer, supported by 
the manufacturer’s calculations and data from test studies as appropriate. 

14.3 

Addition: 

Biocompatibility may be assessed in accordance with one or more parts of ISO 10993, such as ISO 10993-1[4]. 
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15 Protection from harm to the patient or user caused by external physical features 
of the active implantable medical device 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies except as follows. 

15.1 

Amendment: 

Clause 23 of IEC 60601-1:1998 is replaced by subclause 9.3 of IEC 60601-1:2005. (See Clause 5.) 

Compliance shall be checked as specified in IEC 60601-1. 

16 Protection from harm to the patient caused by electricity 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies except as follows. 

16.1 

Amendment: 

Clause 19 of IEC 60601-1:1998 is replaced by subclause 8.7 of IEC 60601-1:2005. (See Clause 5.) 

16.2 

Addition: 

If the results of a risk assessment or other means (e.g. published data, test studies, calculations) indicate that 
the current limit should be less than 1 µA for a particular application, then the allowable limit shall be changed 
so that the risk is mitigated. 

NOTE This subclause is intended to include implantable parts that depend on a source of electrical energy, such as 
RF receivers. 

16.3 

Replacement: 

Insulating parts of implantable leads or extensions that incorporate electrical conductors shall be designed to 
withstand the electrical stresses placed on the insulation in normal working conditions over the planned 
lifetime of the product. 

Compliance shall be confirmed by inspection of a design analysis provided by the manufacturer, supported by 
the manufacturer’s calculations and data from test studies as appropriate. 

Additional subclause: 

16.101 The design of the neurostimulator shall include protection of the electrical output pulse characteristics 
from unintended changes. 

NOTE 1 Examples of unintended changes are excess charge density, excess voltage, sudden changes in stimulation 
amplitude and rate runaway. 

Compliance shall be confirmed by inspection of a design or risk analysis provided by the manufacturer, 
supported by the manufacturer’s calculations and data from test studies as appropriate. 

NOTE 2 The analysis can be included in results from the risk analysis performed in accordance with 19.3 
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17 Protection from harm to the patient caused by heat 

Replacement: 

No outer surface of an implantable part of the implantable neurostimulator shall be greater than 2 °C above 
the normal surrounding body temperature, in normal operation or single-fault condition, unless the 
manufacturer demonstrates that a higher temperature rise is justified for a particular application. 

Compliance shall be confirmed by a review of the manufacturer’s documentation, including results from 
modelling, a design or risk assessment, test studies, or other appropriate means. 

NOTE At the present time some studies have shown that, depending on the location of specific tissue within the 
human body, a 2 °C temperature limit can be unnecessarily restrictive. Under this circumstance, the manufacturer is 
allowed the burden of substantiation. 

18 Protection from ionizing radiation released or emitted from the active implantable 
medical device 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies. 

19 Protection from unintended effects caused by the device 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies except as follows. 

19.2 

Replacement: 

If the service life (see 3.106) of the implantable neurostimulator is dependent upon an implanted source of 
electrical energy, such as a battery, an indication shall be provided that gives an advanced notice of energy 
source depletion. The manufacturer shall define the expected duration of the remaining service life following 
this notice. 

Compliance shall be confirmed by inspection of a design analysis provided by the manufacturer, supported by 
the manufacturer’s calculations and data from test studies as appropriate. 

NOTE This subclause is also applicable to rechargeable energy sources. 

19.3 

Replacement: 

An implantable neurostimulator shall be designed so that the failure of any single component, part or (if the 
device incorporates a programmable electronic system) software program shall not cause an unacceptable 
hazard. 

⎯ Assessment: Risk assessment and risk control shall be conducted in accordance with published 
standards, such as ISO 14971 [5]. 

Compliance shall be confirmed by a review of the risk management report or equivalent manufacturer’s 
documents. 

19.4 

Amendment: 

The Assessment is amended to allow clinical investigations conducted in accordance with published 
standards, such as ISO 14155-1 [6] and ISO 14155-2 [7]. 
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20 Protection of the device from damage caused by external defibrillators 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies. 

21 Protection of the device from changes caused by high-power electrical fields 
applied directly to the patient 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies. 

22 Protection of the active implantable medical device from changes caused by 
miscellaneous medical treatments 

Addition: 

Other treatments and procedures, such as (but not limited to) MRI, PET scans, therapeutic ultrasound and 
lithotripsy, shall also be considered. Compliance shall be confirmed by a review of the manufacturer’s 
documentation, including results from modelling, a design or risk assessment, test studies, or other 
appropriate means. 

23 Protection of the active implantable medical device from mechanical forces 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies except as follows. 

23.1 

Replacement: 

Non-implantable parts of neurostimulators shall comply with subclause 15.3 of IEC 60601-1:2005. (See 
Clause 5). The number of drops for patient-carried parts that are hand-held shall be three from each of three 
different starting orientations encountered during normal use (see subclause 15.3.4.1 of IEC 60601-1:2005). 

Compliance shall be checked as specified in IEC 60601-1. 

23.2 

Amendment: 

The implantable parts of the neurostimulator shall be constructed to withstand the mechanical forces that can 
occur during normal conditions of use. 

a) test frequency range: 5 Hz to 500 Hz; 

b) acceleration spectral density: 0,7 (m/s2)2/Hz; 

c) shape of acceleration spectral density curve: flat horizontal, 5 Hz to 500 Hz; 

d) duration of testing: 30 min in each of three mutually perpendicular axes. 
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24 Protection of the active implantable medical device from damage caused by 
electrostatic discharge 

Replacement: 

Non-implantable parts of a neurostimulator shall comply with subclause 6.2.2 of IEC 60601-1-2:2007. 
(See Clause 5.) 

Compliance shall be checked as specified in IEC 60601-1-2. 

25 Protection of the active implantable medical device from damage caused by 
atmospheric pressure changes 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies. 

26 Protection of the active implantable medical device from damage caused by 
temperature changes 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies except as follows. 

26.1 

Amendment: 

Clause 42 of IEC 60601-1:1998 is replaced by subclause 11.1 of IEC 60601-1:2005. (See clause 5.) 

27 Protection of the active implantable medical device from electromagnetic non-
ionizing radiation 

Replacement: 

27.101 Immunity 

Implantable parts of the implantable neurostimulator shall not cause any harm because of susceptibility to 
electrical influences due to external electromagnetic fields, whether through malfunction of the device, 
damage to the device, heating of the device or by causing local increase of induced electrical current density 
within the patient. 

Compliance shall be confirmed by review of test results and documentation, prepared by the manufacturer, for 
the tests in 27.103 to 27.106. 

27.102 General test conditions 

a) Operating mode 

During immunity testing, each function of the implantable neurostimulator associated with essential 
performance shall be tested in a mode that is most critical from a patient outcome perspective, based on a risk 
analysis. The test documentation shall state the function and mode used. 

NOTE For example, essential performance could very well be related to pulse amplitude or to other output 
characteristics where a sudden change could be hazardous. 
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b) Performance criteria 

Under the test conditions specified in Clause 27, each function of the implantable neurostimulator that is 
tested [see 27.102 a)] shall be evaluated for general performance using the appropriate criteria stated in 
Table 101. If DUT performance satisfies the criteria stated, then compliance with the requirements of the 
test(s) is, consequentially, achieved. For criterion B, performance degradation, loss of function or unintentional 
responses are allowed if no unacceptable risk is created. 

NOTE A risk assessment can demonstrate that a hazard, created as a result of performance degradation, loss of 
function, or an unintentional response, does not result in an unacceptable risk. 

The following degradations are not allowed: 

⎯ component failures; 

⎯ changes in programmable parameter settings; 

⎯ reset to factory defaults; 

⎯ change of operating mode; 

⎯ false alarms; 

⎯ initiation of any unintended operation. 

Table 101 — General performance criteria of the DUT for the immunity tests in clause 27 

Criterion During test After test Test summary 

A Operate as intended 

No loss of function 

No unintentional responses 

Operate as intended 

No loss of function 

No degradation of performance 

Conforms to device specs 

27.103 – 1 mT level 

27,104 – A-line 

27.105 – 16 V/m 

27.106 – 40 mW 

B Allowed if no unacceptable risk: 

Performance degradation 

Loss of function 

Unintentional responses 

 

Operate as intended 

No loss of function 

No degradation of performance 

Conforms to device specs 

Lost functions shall be self-
recoverable 

27.103 – 50 mT level 

27.104 – B-line 

27.105 – 140 V/m 

 

C Manufacturer defined Manufacturer defined 27.106 – optional levels 

 

Test documentation shall include the details of the performance criteria used, a description of the methods 
used to verify performance, justification for any allowances of this subclause used, and a report of the test 
results indicating DUT performance as it pertains to criterion A, B or C. 

Electromagnetic interference that the patient should avoid or be aware of, as a result of DUT performance 
during these immunity tests, shall be described in the accompanying documentation (see 28.22). 

c) DUT configuration 

The DUT shall consist of the IPG, lead and any other implantable part necessary for it to achieve its intended 
function. Lead length and layout are described in the test setup for each test. 
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Neurostimulators that have more than one available electrode configuration for stimulation, such as bipolar or 
unipolar, shall be tested with the electrode configuration that is the most susceptible to electromagnetic 
interference. 

NOTE For magnetic field tests the electrode configuration that is normally the most susceptible is unipolar. For 
electric fields, susceptibility is usually dependant upon neurostimulator design implementation. 

Test documentation shall describe the DUT configuration and environmental conditions affecting the test 
(e.g. temperature and pressure). 

d) Testing of normally non-observable functions 

If the operation of a function to be tested [see 27.102 a)] cannot normally be observed or verified during the 
test, a method shall be provided for determining performance. The use of special hardware or software might 
be necessary. 

e) Implantable neurostimulators that use wireless telemetry 

For a wireless telemetry function tested to satisfy the requirements of 27.102 a), criterion B shall apply in an 
exclusion band. All other functions shall comply with the requirements as stated. 

The exclusion band shall not be larger than normally required for the telemetry function to operate as intended. 

f) Implantable RF receiver type neurostimulator 

For a neurostimulator that has a design based on a non-implantable RF transmitter and implantable RF 
receiver the appropriate tests in IEC 60601-1-2 shall apply. The test setup for the implantable part shall be 
based on the setup described in 27.105. 

NOTE The tests in Clause 27 of this part of ISO 14708 do not apply. An implantable RF receiver works in tandem 
with a non-implantable transmitter that is subject to IEC 60601-1-2. The RF receiver needs only to be subjected to 
radiated immunity in accordance with IEC 60601-1-2. 

27.103 Protection from static magnetic fields 

The assessment of the implantable neurostimulator for static magnetic fields is made by exposure of the DUT 
to two levels of static (non time varying) fields. 

⎯ Test: General test conditions are described in 27.102. 

Test levels: two test field strengths are used, applying different performance criteria to each. A lower level 
of 1 mT shall be subjected to the DUT, applying performance criterion A, as stated in 27.102 b). A second 
level of 50 mT shall be used, applying performance criterion B. 

Test setup: the apparatus for generating the magnetic field shall be capable of producing a field with 
uniformity of 0

3 dB+  over an area of radius 7,5 cm (minimum) that lies on a plane parallel to the apparatus. 

This plane shall be called the central plane. The uniformity of the magnetic field is only prescribed over the 
central plane, which contains imaginary Y and Z axes. Uniformity is not prescribed in the X+ or X− direction, 
which represents the imaginary, perpendicular, axis running through the centre of the plane of the apparatus 
and the central plane. 

For most test configurations [see 27.102 c)] a uniform area of radius 7,5 cm will be large enough to cover the 
DUT. If not, the uniform area shall be increased until it meets the requirements of this subclause. 

Place the DUT at the centre of the central plane where the magnetic field is the most uniform. The plane of the 
largest surface area of the DUT is placed parallel to the central plane (this exposes the neurostimulator’s 
largest surface to the primary magnetic flux lines which are perpendicular to the central plane). This is the only 
orientation of the DUT that is required. 
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The layout of the conductive lead is not critical. It only needs to be placed in a position that facilitates 
monitoring of the neurostimulator during the test. Any ancillary equipment that is needed to operate the 
neurostimulator or monitor its output during the test shall, as much as possible, be selected and located to 
minimize disruption of the uniform field. Neurostimulator output can be monitored by using an oscilloscope 
connected to a sense resistor in series with the lead. 

Test procedure: monitor the performance of the DUT for a minimum of 10 min at each test level. 

Evaluation of test results: performance criterion A (1 mT) and performance criterion B (50 mT), as stated in 
27.102 b), shall apply. 

27.104 Protection from magnetic fields in the range 10 Hz to 30 MHz 

The assessment of the implantable neurostimulator for the range of frequencies from 10 Hz to 30 MHz is 
made by exposure of the DUT to continuous wave and pulsed magnetic fields. 

⎯ Test: General test conditions are described in 27.102. 

Test levels: magnetic field test levels are shown graphically in Figure 105 (values are A/m rms). Test levels 
vary depending on frequency and performance criteria [see 27.102 b)]. The solid line in Figure 105 represents 
test levels that are subjected to the DUT, applying performance criterion A, as stated in 27.102 b). The dashed 
line represents test levels applying performance criterion B. These shall be referred to as the A-line and the B-
line, respectively, throughout this subclause. Both sets of test levels shall be applied to the DUT. 
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Key 
1 A-line (test levels, performance criterion A) 
2 B-line (test levels, performance criterion B) 

Figure 105 — Magnetic field test levels (RMS) 

Test levels as a function of frequency are indicated numerically in Table 102. 

Table 102 — Magnetic field test levels (RMS) 

Field strengths for A-line Field strengths for B-line Frequency range 
kHz H-field 

A/m 
B-field 

µT 
H-field 

A/m 
B-field 

µT 
0,01 – 0,06 795 1 000 ― ― 
0,06 – 0,3 47,7/f 60/f ― ― 
0,3 – 3,0 47,7/f 60/f 159 200 
3,0 – 100 15,9 20 159 200 

100 – 30 000 1 590/f 2 000/f 15 900/f 20 000/f 
NOTE f is the frequency in kHz. All field levels are root-mean square (RMS). 
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Test setup: the test coil(s) for generating the magnetic field shall be capable of producing a field with 
uniformity as specified in Table 103. The uniform field shall exist over an area of radius 7,5 cm (minimum) that 
lies on a plane parallel to the coil(s). This plane shall be called the central plane. The uniformity of the 
magnetic field is only prescribed over the central plane, which contains imaginary Y and Z axes. Uniformity is 
not prescribed in the X+ or X− direction, which represents the imaginary, perpendicular, axis running through 
the centre of the plane of the coils and the central plane. 

For most test setups a uniform area of radius 7,5 cm will be large enough to cover the DUT. If not, the uniform 
area shall be increased until it meets the requirements of this subclause. 

Table 103 — Magnetic field uniformity 

A-line B-line 

f u 100 kHz, 0
1+  dB 

f > 100 kHz, 0
3+  dB 

300 Hz u f u 30 MHz, 0
3+  dB 

NOTE f is the test frequency. 

 

Place the DUT into a saline bath of 0,27 S/m conductivity (equivalent to 370 Ω⋅cm volume resistivity) at the 
centre of the central plane where the magnetic field is the most uniform. The plane of the largest surface area 
of the DUT is placed parallel to the central plane (this exposes the neurostimulator’s largest surface to the 
primary magnetic flux lines which are perpendicular to the central plane). This is the only orientation of the 
DUT that is required. 

The conductive lead is wrapped in a spiral around the IPG (see Figure 106) so that the entire DUT fits inside 
the uniform area. The total area enclosed by a lead of length L (in centimetres) shall equal: 

0,09 L2 (101) 

For example, if a lead is 85 cm long, the total area enclosed by the lead would need to equal 650 cm2 to 
satisfy the requirement. This might require adding an extension onto the test lead. 

It will be necessary to estimate the total area enclosed by the test lead. A formula that can be used for this 
approximation is given in formula 102: 

(Rm
2/2) [L/Rm − sin (L/Rm)] (102) 

where 

L is the test lead length; 

Rm is the median radius formed by the spiral wrapped test lead. 

This formula is valid for a semi-circle and will have to be applied accordingly. Although the manufacturer is not 
required to use this method, it can be used to confirm the manufacturer’s measurement or calculation and 
should agree within a reasonable amount. 
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Key 

a B-field. 

Figure 106 — IPG and lead layout on central plane 

Any ancillary equipment that is needed to operate the neurostimulator or monitor its output during the test 
shall, as much as possible, be selected and located to minimize disruption of the uniform field. 
Neurostimulator output can be monitored by using an oscilloscope connected to a sense resistor in series with 
the lead or by using another lead placed into the saline as a pickup lead. 

Test procedure: the frequency range of the applied test signals, from 10 Hz to 30 MHz, may be either swept or 
stepped. If a continuous frequency sweep is used the rate of sweep shall not be greater than 
0,000 3 decades/second. If stepped, the step size within each decade shall be no larger than Fd, where Fd is 
the starting frequency of each decade. The starting frequency of each decade is, respectively: 10 Hz, 100 Hz, 
1 kHz, 10 kHz, 100 kHz, 1 MHz, 10 MHz. The dwell time at each step shall be long enough for the DUT to 
adequately respond to the test signal, but not less than 15 s. 

Using the frequency step method and meeting the minimum step size requirements will result in the 
frequencies being tested that are listed in Table 104. 

Table 104 — Frequencies tested using minimum step size requirements (kHz) 

0,01 0,02 0,03 0,04 0,05 0,06 0,07 0,08 0,09 

0,1 0,2 0,3 0,4 0,5 0,6 0,7 0,8 0,9 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 

100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 

1 000 2 000 3 000 4 000 5 000 6 000 7 000 8 000 9 000 

10 000 20 000 30 000       

NOTE Frequencies are in kHz. This illustration is based on the frequency step method using minimum required step sizes. Using 
the frequency sweep method or smaller step sizes will result in more frequencies being tested. The frequencies listed adhere to the 
relation n 10x, where n assumes a value of 1 – 9, representing the nine steps per decade, and x assumes a value of 1 – 7, representing 
the seven frequency decades. 

 

The test signals corresponding to A-line (see test levels) shall be applied as sinusoidal continuous wave (CW) 
signals over the entire frequency range. The test signals corresponding to B-line shall be applied as sinusoidal 
CW signals at frequencies < 3 kHz and as pulse modulated signals at frequencies W 3 kHz. The pulse 
modulation rate shall be 200 Hz, 32 % duty cycle. (The sinusoidal carrier shall have an on-time of 1,6 ms and 
an off-time of 3,4 ms every modulation cycle.) 

If performance degradation or unintentional responses occur during B-line testing at frequencies W 3 kHz 
(those that employ pulse modulated test signals) that do not occur during initial A-line testing (employing CW 
test signals), repeat A-line testing using pulse modulated test signals (200 Hz, 32 % duty cycle) at those same 
frequencies that exhibited said degradation or responses during B-line testing. 

The test is performed on one orientation of the DUT as described in Test setup. 
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Evaluation of test results: performance criterion A (A-line) and performance criterion B (B-line), as stated in 
27.102 b), shall apply. 

27.105 Protection from electromagnetic fields in the range 30 MHz – 450 MHz 

The assessment of the implantable neurostimulator for the range of frequencies from 30 MHz to 450 MHz is 
made by exposure to radiated electromagnetic fields using test methods and equipment specified by 
IEC 61000-4-3. For the purposes of this part of ISO 14708 some parts of IEC 61000-4-3 have been modified. 

⎯ Test: General test conditions are described in 27.102. The requirements of IEC 61000-4-3 apply except 
for the changes listed below (numbers in square brackets refer to clause numbers of IEC 61000-4-3). 

Test levels [5]: Two test field strengths are used, applying different performance criteria to each. A lower level 
of 16 V/m RMS shall be subjected to the DUT, over the test frequency range, applying performance criterion A, 
as stated in 27.102 b). A second level of 140 V/m RMS shall be used at the specific frequencies of 30 MHz, 
50 MHz, 75 MHz, 150 MHz and 450 MHz, applying performance criterion B. Both field strengths stated are the 
levels of the unmodulated test signal. Modulation requirements are specified in test procedures [8] below. 

Test setup [7]: place the DUT into a saline bath of conductivity 0,27 S/m (equivalent to 370 Ω⋅cm volume 
resistivity). 

Conductive lead placement is as follows (see Figure 107). Bend the lead into a right angle of sides a and b. 
The length of side a is equal to 0,62 × the total lead length (rounded to the nearest whole number), but not 
more than 53 cm. For example, if a lead is 85 cm in length, the length of side a would be 53 cm. The 
remainder of the lead is placed along side b. Long leads might need to be folded back, always keeping the 
excess length parallel to side b. Side a will be oriented in the direction of the electric field. 

Placing the IPG in the orientation shown in Figure 107 will facilitate testing, as only one orientation of the test 
setup will need to be exposed to the electric field. 

Any ancillary equipment that is needed to operate the neurostimulator or monitor its output during the test 
shall, as much as possible, be selected and located to minimize disruption of the uniform field.  
Neurostimulator output can be monitored by using an oscilloscope connected to a sense resistor in series with 
the lead or by using another lead placed into the saline as a pickup lead. 

 

Key 

1 side a 
2 side b 

a E-field. 

Figure 107 — IPG and lead layout 
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Test procedures [8]: the test shall be performed with the field polarization of the generating antenna aligned 
parallel with side a of the lead layout (see Figure 107). For example, a vertically polarized field would require 
the DUT to be positioned as shown. A horizontally polarized field would require the DUT to be turned 90°. If 
the longest dimension of the IPG connector block is also aligned with side a of the lead then a single 
orientation of the DUT is sufficient for test. If the IPG connector block is orthogonal to the lead then a second 
test orientation is required that will align the IPG with the polarization of the E-field. In a typical anechoic 
chamber with a polarized antenna, the antenna can usually be rotated to accommodate the DUT orientation. If 
a GTEM is used the DUT will have to oriented properly. 

For the test level of 16 V/m RMS, the frequency range of the applied test signals, from 30 MHz to 450 MHz, 
may be either swept or stepped. If a continuous frequency sweep is used the rate of sweep shall not be 
greater than 0,000 3 decades/second. If stepped, step sizes shall be no larger than 5 % of the previous 
frequency and the dwell time at each step shall be long enough for the DUT to adequately respond to the test 
signal, but not less than 15 s. Test signals shall be 80 % amplitude modulated with a 200 Hz sinewave. 
Figure 1 of IEC 61000-4-3:2002 provides a definition of the test signal level and waveshapes. 

The test level of 140 V/m RMS, is applied at specific frequency steps of 30 MHz, 50 MHz, 75 MHz, 150 MHz 
and 450 MHz. The dwell time at each step shall be long enough for the DUT to adequately respond to the test 
signal, but not less than 15 s. The waveshape of the unmodulated signal is CW sinusoidal as shown in 
Figure 1 a) of IEC 61000-4-3:2002. Test signals shall be pulse modulated at a rate of 200 Hz, 20 % duty cycle. 
(The sinusoidal carrier will have an on-time of 1 ms and an off-time of 4 ms every modulation cycle.) 

Evaluation of test results [9]: performance criterion A (16 V/m) and performance criterion B (140 V/m), as 
stated in 27.102 b), shall apply. 

27.106 Protection from electromagnetic fields in the range 450 MHz – 3 GHz 

The assessment of the implantable neurostimulator for the range of frequencies from 450 MHz to 3 GHz is 
made by exposure to radiated electromagnetic fields using test methods and equipment specified by 
ANSI/AAMI PC69:2000. PC69 was intended to be written for implantable cardiac devices; parts of the test 
setup and procedure do not apply and have been modified. 

⎯ Test: General test conditions are described in 27.102. The requirements of Clause 6 of PC69:2000 apply 
except for the changes listed below (numbers in square brackets refer to clause numbers of PC69). 
Requirements related to signal injection and parameter programming, as used in PC69, are not 
applicable. 

Sample size [6.2]: sample size is not applicable. 

Test setup [6.3]: position the IPG so that it is approximately centred at the intersection of the X and Y axes as 
shown in Figure B.1 of PC69:2000. Keep the IPG in the same position for all tests. 

Test procedure [6.4]: perform the tests as required for X axis testing [6.4.1.1]. The exposure duration shall be 
long enough for the DUT to adequately respond to the test signal, but not less than 15 s. Repeat with the 
antenna elements parallel to the Y axis. Repeat X axis and Y axis testing for all frequencies listed in [6.3.4.2] 
using the appropriate dipole antenna. 

Optional characterization testing [6.4.2]: the optional, higher power levels may be tested at the manufacturer’s 
discretion. 

Performance criteria [6.5]: performance criterion A, as stated in 27.102 b), shall apply. Performance criteria for 
optional characterization testing [6.4.2] shall be determined by the manufacturer. 
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28 Accompanying documentation 

This clause of ISO 14708-1 applies except as follows. 

28.1 

Addition: 

Additional contact information shall be provided, e.g. telephone number or e-mail address, in the event the 
user or their device needs immediate service or supplementary instructions for proper use. 

28.12 

Addition: 

⎯ a warning statement on the possible safety hazards associated with Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI), 
if applicable. 

28.19 

Amendment: 

This requirement applies to any part with an energy source that can become depleted, not just to implanted 
parts. 

28.22 

Addition: 

⎯ a warning statement on the possible safety hazards associated with hyperbaric chambers, if applicable; 

⎯ a warning statement on the possible safety hazards associated with electronic article surveillance (EAS) 
systems, metal detectors, and other security systems, if applicable; 

⎯ information regarding possible safety hazards from electromagnetic interference (see clause 27). 

Additional subclauses: 

28.101 The accompanying documentation shall include recommended methods for determining that the 
neurostimulator is functioning properly. 

Compliance shall be checked by inspection. 

28.102 The accompanying documentation shall include a description of combinations of device setting and 
parameters that will influence neurostimulator safety. 

Compliance shall be checked by inspection. 

28.103 Each separate piece of accompanying documentation shall include the year of issue. 

Compliance shall be checked by inspection. 
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28.104 The accompanying documentation for an IPG or RF receiver shall include a patient ID card bearing 
at least the following: 

a) instruction that the card be retained by the patient; 

b) space for the following: 

⎯ model designation and name of the device; 

⎯ serial number or lot number of the device; 

⎯ identity of the patient; 

⎯ date of implantation; 

⎯ name and address of the implanting centre; 

⎯ text that says the patient has an implanted medical device. 

NOTE The card can be shown to security or medical personnel who will be aware of procedures to avoid 
electromagnetic interference and high power electromagnetic fields, if they have been informed the patient has an 
implanted medical device. 

Compliance shall be checked by inspection. 
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Annex AA 
(informative) 

 
Relationship between the fundamental principles in ISO/TR 14283 [8] and 

the clauses of this part of ISO 14708 

Fundamental principles in ISO/TR 14283 Subclauses of 
ISO 14708-1 

Clauses of ISO 14708-3 and 
aspects covered 

3 General principles   

3.1 The implants should be designed and manufactured in 
such a way that, when used under the conditions and for 
the purposes intended, they will not compromise the clinical 
condition or the safety of patients, or the safety and health 
of users or, where applicable, other persons, provided that 
any risks which may be associated with their use constitute 
acceptable risks when weighed against the benefits to the 
patient and are compatible with a high level of protection of 
health and safety. 

8.1 Retained. 

3.2 The solutions adopted by the manufacturer for the 
design and construction of the implants should conform to 
safety principles, taking into account the generally 
acknowledged state of the art. In selecting the most 
appropriate solutions, the manufacturer should apply the 
following principles in the following order: 

a) eliminate or reduce risks as far as possible (inherently 
safe design and construction); 

b) where appropriate take adequate protection measures, 
including alarms if necessary, in relation to risks that cannot 
be eliminated; 

c) inform users of the residual risks due to any 
shortcomings of the protection measures adopted. 

Note 1 — 

3.3 The implants should achieve the performance 
intended by the manufacturer and be designed, 
manufactured and packaged in such a way that they are 
suitable for one or more of the functions referred to in 3.1 
(of ISO/TR 14283:2004), as specified by the manufacturer. 

10.4 Retained. 

6.101 Measurement of stimulation 
pulse characteristics. 

6.102 Measurement of lead or 
extension d.c. resistance. 

3.4 When the implant is subjected to stresses which can 
occur during normal conditions of use, the characteristics 
and performances referred to in 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3 (of ISO/TR 
14283:2004) should not be adversely affected to such a 
degree that the clinical conditions and safety of the patients 
and, where applicable, of other persons are compromised 
during the lifetime of the implant as indicated by the 
manufacturer. 

19.2 
19.3 
23.1 
23.2 
23.3 
23.4 
23.5 
23.6 
26.1 
28.4 

28.23 

Replacement. 
Replacement. 
Replacement. 
Replacement. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Amendment. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
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Fundamental principles in ISO/TR 14283 Subclauses of 
ISO 14708-1 

Clauses of ISO 14708-3 and 
aspects covered 

3.5 The implants should be designed, manufactured and 
packed in such a way that their characteristics and 
performances during their intended use will not be 
adversely affected during transport and storage, when 
taking into account the instructions and information 
provided by the manufacturer. 

7.2 
10.1 
10.2 
10.3 
12.3 
26.2 

Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Amendment. 
Retained. 
Retained. 

8.101 Marking of packaging for 
special handling during transport. 

8.102 Marking of packaging for 
permissible environmental conditions 
during transport. 

3.6 Any undesirable side-effect should constitute an 
acceptable risk when weighed against the performances 
intended. 

19.3 
19.4 

Replacement. 
Amendment. 

4 Specific principles regarding design and 
construction 

  

4.1 Chemical, physical and biological properties   

4.1.1 The implants should be designed and 
manufactured in such a way as to guarantee the 
characteristics and performances referred to in Clause 3 on 
general principles. Particular attention should be paid to: 

  

a) the choice of materials used, particularly as regards 
toxicity and, where appropriate, inflammability, 

14.3 Addition. 

b) the compatibility between the materials used and 
biological tissues, cells and body fluids, taking into account 
the intended purpose of the implant. 

14.3 Addition. 

4.1.2 The implants should be designed, manufactured 
and packed in such a way as to minimize the risk posed by 
contaminants and residues to the persons involved in the 
transport, storage and use of the implants and to the 
patients, taking into account the intended purpose of the 
product. Particular attention should be paid to the tissues 
exposed and to the duration and frequency of exposure. 

14.2 
14.3 

Replacement. 
Addition. 

4.1.3 The implants should be designed and 
manufactured in such a way that they can be used safely 
with the materials, substances and gases with which they 
enter into contact during their normal use or during routine 
procedures. If the implants are intended to administer 
medicinal products they should be designed and 
manufactured in such a way as to be compatible with the 
medicinal products concerned according to the provisions 
and restrictions governing these products and such that 
their performance is maintained in accordance with the 
intended use. 

19.5 Retained. 

4.1.4 If an implant incorporates, as an integral part, a 
substance which, if used separately, may be considered to 
be a medicinal product as defined in 2.7 (of 
ISO/TR 14283:2004) and which is liable to act upon the 
body with action ancillary to that of the implant, the safety, 
quality and usefulness of the substance should be verified, 
taking into account the intended purpose of the implant. 

14.4 Retained. 
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Fundamental principles in ISO/TR 14283 Subclauses of 
ISO 14708-1 

Clauses of ISO 14708-3 and 
aspects covered 

4.1.5 The implants should be designed and 
manufactured in such a way as to reduce to a minimum the 
risks posed by substances leaking from the implant. 

25 Retained. 

4.1.6 Implants should be designed and manufactured 
in such a way as to reduce, as much as possible, risks 
posed by the unintentional ingress of substances into the 
implant, taking into account the implant and the nature of 
the environment in which it is intended to be used. 

25 Retained. 

4.1.7 Implants should be designed and manufactured 
in such a way as to minimize the risks to the patient or user 
by the programming and control systems, including 
software. 

19.3 Replacement. 

4.2 Infection and microbial contamination   

4.2.1 The implants and manufacturing processes 
should be designed in such a way as to eliminate or reduce 
as far as possible the risk of infection to the patient, user 
and third parties. The design should allow easy handling 
and, where necessary, minimize contamination of the 
implant by the patient or vice versa during use. 

14.1 Retained. 

4.2.2 Tissues of animal origin should originate from 
animals that have been subjected to veterinary controls and 
surveillance adapted to the intended use of the tissues. 

Information on the geographical origin of the animals should 
be retained by the manufacturer. Processing, reservation, 
testing and handling of tissues, cells and substances of 
animal origin should be carried out so as to provide optimal 
security. In particular safety with regard to viruses and other 
transferable agents should be addressed by implementation 
of validated methods of elimination or viral inactivation in 
the course of the manufacturing process. 

Note 2 — 

4.2.3 Implants delivered in a sterile state should be 
designed, manufactured and packed in protective 
packaging which provides a microbial barrier to ensure that 
they are sterile when placed on the market and remain 
sterile, under the storage and transport conditions 
stipulated by the manufacturer, until the protective 
packaging is damaged or opened. 

7.1 
7.2 

10.1 
10.2 
11.7 
11.9 
12.1 
12.2 
14.1 

Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 

4.2.4 Implants delivered in a sterile state should have 
been manufactured and sterilized by an appropriate, 
validated method. 

14.1 Retained. 

4.2.5 Implants intended to be sterilized should be 
manufactured in appropriately controlled (e.g. 
environmental) conditions. 

14.1 
14.2 

Retained. 
Replacement. 

4.2.6 Packaging systems for non-sterile implants 
should keep the product without deterioration at the level of 
cleanliness stipulated and, if the implants are to be 
sterilized prior to use, minimize the risk of microbial 
contamination. The packaging system should be suitable, 
taking into account the method of sterilization indicated by 
the manufacturer. 

Note 3 — 
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Fundamental principles in ISO/TR 14283 Subclauses of 
ISO 14708-1 

Clauses of ISO 14708-3 and 
aspects covered 

4.2.7 The packaging and/or label of the implant should 
distinguish between identical or similar products sold in 
both sterile and non-sterile conditions. 

Note 3 — 

4.3 Construction and environmental properties   

4.3.1 If the implant is intended for use in combination 
with other devices or equipment, the whole combination, 
including the connection system should be safe and should 
not impair the specified performances of the devices. Any 
restrictions on use should be indicated on the label or in the 
instructions for use. 

9.9 
11.8 
23.6 
28.4 
28.5 

Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 

4.3.2 Implants should be designed and manufactured 
in such a way as to remove or minimize as far as possible, 
the following: 

  

a) risk of injury, in connection with their physical features, 
including the volume:pressure ratio, dimensional and where 
appropriate ergonomic features; 

15.1 
15.2 

Amendment. 
Retained. 

b) risks connected with reasonably foreseeable 
environmental conditions, such as magnetic fields, external 
electrical influences, electrostatic discharge, pressure, 
temperature or variations in pressure and acceleration; 

23.1 
23.2 
24 
25 

26.2 
27 

Replacement. 
Replacement. 
Replacement. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Replacement. 

27.101 Requirement for immunity 
from electromagnetic fields. 

27.102 General test conditions. 

27.103 Protection from static 
magnetic fields. 

27.104 Protection from magnetic 
fields in the range 10 Hz to 30 MHz. 

27.105 Protection from 
electromagnetic fields in the range 30 
MHz to 450 MHz. 

27.106 Protection from 
electromagnetic fields in the range 450 
MHz to 3 GHz. 

28.104 Requires an ID card 
signifying the patient has an implant. 

c) risks of reciprocal interference with other devices 
(such as defibrillators or high-frequency surgical equipment) 
normally used in the investigations or for the treatment 
given; 

20.1 
20.2 
21 
22 

28.12 
28.13 
28.14 
28.15 

Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Addition. 
Addition. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 

d) risks that may arise where maintenance and 
calibration are impossible, including (if applicable) 
excessive increase of leakage currents, ageing of materials 
used, excess heat generated by the implant, decreased 
accuracy of any measuring or control mechanism. 

17 
19.1 
19.2 

Replacement. 
Retained. 
Replacement. 
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Fundamental principles in ISO/TR 14283 Subclauses of 
ISO 14708-1 

Clauses of ISO 14708-3 and 
aspects covered 

4.3.3 Implants should be designed and manufactured 
in such a way as to minimize the risks of fire or explosion 
during normal conditions and fault conditions. By “risks 
during normal conditions and fault conditions” are meant 
those risks which have been determined by a risk analysis. 
Particular attention should be paid to implants whose 
intended use includes exposure to flammable substances 
or to substances which could cause combustion. 

5 Addition. 

4.4 Implants with a measuring function   

4.4.1 Implants with a measuring function should be 
designed and manufactured in such a way as to provide 
sufficient accuracy and stability within appropriate limits of 
accuracy and taking into account the intended purpose of 
the implant. The limits of accuracy should be indicated by 
the manufacturer. 

5 Addition. 

4.4.1.1 The measurements, monitoring and display scale 
should be designed in accordance with ergonomic 
principles, taking into account the intended purpose of the 
implant. 

5 Addition. 

4.4.1.2 If an implant or its accessories bears instructions 
required for the operation of the implant or indicates 
operating or adjustment parameters by means of a visual 
system, such information must be understandable to the 
user and, as appropriate, the patient. 

13.4 
5 

Retained. 
Addition. 

4.4.2 The measurements made by implants with a 
measuring function should be expressed in units 
conforming to the provisions of the ISO 31 series. 

5 Addition. 

4.5 Protection against radiation   

4.5.1 General 

Implants should be designed and manufactured in such a 
way that exposure of patients, users and other persons to 
radiation is reduced as far as possible, compatible with the 
intended purpose, while not restricting the application of 
appropriate specified levels for therapeutic and diagnostic 
purposes. 

See more 
particular 

requirements 
below. 

— 

4.5.2 Intended radiation Note 2 — 

4.5.3 Unintended radiation 

Implants should be designed and manufactured in such a 
way that exposure of patients, users and other persons to 
the emission of unintended, stray or scattered radiation is 
reduced as far as possible. 

9.1 
18.1 
18.2 
18.3 
28.2 

Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 

4.5.4 Instructions Note 2 — 

4.6 Ionizing radiation Note 2 — 

4.7 Principles for implants connected to or equipped 
with an energy source 

  

4.7.1 General   
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Fundamental principles in ISO/TR 14283 Subclauses of 
ISO 14708-1 

Clauses of ISO 14708-3 and 
aspects covered 

4.7.1.1 Implants incorporating electronic programmable 
systems should be designed to ensure the repeatability, 
reliability and performance of these systems according to 
their intended use. In the event of risks (of the system) as 
determined by a risk analysis for the particular 
device/system, appropriate means should be adopted to 
eliminate or reduce as far as possible their risk. 

19.3 Replacement. 

4.7.1.2 Implants for which the safety of the patients 
depends on an internal power supply should be equipped 
with a means of determining the state of the power supply. 

19.2 Replacement. 

4.7.1.3 Implants should bear, if practical and appropriate, 
a code by which they and their manufacturer can be 
unequivocally identified (particularly with regard to the type 
of implant). It should be possible to read this code, if 
necessary, without the need for a surgical operation. 

13.3 
28.6 

Retained. 
Retained. 

4.7.1.4 For implants for which the safety of the patients 
depends on an external power supply, the external power 
supply should include an alarm system to signal any power 
failure. 

5 Addition. 

4.7.1.5 External devices intended to monitor one or more 
clinical parameters from an implant should be equipped 
with appropriate alarm systems to alert the user to 
situations that could lead to death or severe deterioration of 
the patient’s state of health. 

5 Addition. 

4.7.2 Protection against electrical risks   

4.7.2.1 Implants should be designed and manufactured 
in such a way as to avoid, as far as possible, the risk of 
accidental electric shocks during normal conditions and 
fault conditions provided the implants are installed correctly. 
By the “risks during normal conditions and fault conditions” 
are meant those risks which have been determined by a 
risk analysis for the particular device(s). 

5 
16.1 

Addition. 
Amendment. 

4.7.2.2 Active implants should be designed and 
manufactured in such a way as to minimize the risks 
connected with the use of energy sources with particular 
reference, where electricity is used, to insulation, leakage 
currents and overheating of the devices. 

16.2 
16.3 
17 

26.1 

Addition. 
Replacement. 
Replacement. 
Amendment. 

4.7.3 Protection against mechanical risks   

4.7.3.1 Implants should be designed and manufactured 
in such a way as to protect the patient and user against 
mechanical risks, for example those connected with 
resistance, stability and moving parts. 

5 Addition. 

4.7.3.2 Implants should be designed and manufactured 
in such a way as to minimize the risks arising from vibration 
generated by the implants, taking into account technical 
progress and the means available for limiting vibration, 
particularly at source, unless the vibrations are part of the 
specified performance. 

5 Addition. 
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Fundamental principles in ISO/TR 14283 Subclauses of 
ISO 14708-1 

Clauses of ISO 14708-3 and 
aspects covered 

4.7.3.3 Implants should be designed and manufactured 
in such a way as to minimize the risks arising from the 
noise emitted, taking into account technical progress and 
the means available to reduce noise, particularly at source, 
unless the noise emitted is part of the specified 
performance. 

5 Addition. 

4.7.3.4 Terminals and connectors to electricity, gas or 
hydraulic and pneumatic energy supplies which the user 
has to handle should be designed and constructed in such 
a way as to minimize all possible risks. 

5 Addition. 

4.7.4 Protection against the risks posed to the patient 
by energy supplies or substances 

  

4.7.4.1 Implants should be designed and constructed in 
such a way that the proper functioning of the programming 
and control systems, including software, do not jeopardize 
the safety of the patient and of the user, taking into account 
the intended use. 

19.3 Replacement. 

4.7.4.2 Implants designed to supply energy or administer 
medicinal substances should be designed and constructed 
in such a way that the flowrate can be set and maintained 
accurately enough to minimize the risk to the patient. 

5 Addition. 

6.101 Measurement of stimulation 
pulse characteristics. 

4.7.4.3 Implants designed to administer medicinal 
products should incorporate suitable means to prevent 
and/or indicate any inadequacies in the flowrate which 
could pose a danger. 

5 Addition. 

4.7.4.4 Implants designed to supply energy or administer 
medicinal substances should be designed and constructed 
so that suitable means are incorporated to minimize the risk 
of accidental release of dangerous levels of energy or the 
medicinal substance. 

5 Addition. 

16.101 Protection from unintended 
changes of output pulse 
characteristics. 

4.8 Information supplied by the manufacturer   

4.8.1 Each implant should be accompanied by the 
information needed to use it safely and to identify the 
manufacturer, taking into account the training and 
knowledge of the potential users. 

This information comprises the details on the label and the 
data in the instructions for use. 

As far as practicable and appropriate, the information 
needed to use the implant safely should be set out on the 
implant itself and/or on the packaging for each unit or, if 
appropriate, on the sales packaging. If individual packaging 
of each unit is not practicable, the information should be set 
out in the leaflet supplied with one or more implants. 

Instructions for use should be included in the packaging for 
every implant. 

10.4 
12.3 

Retained. 
Retained. 

4.8.2 Where appropriate, this information should take 
the form of symbols. Any symbol or identification colour 
used should conform to International Standards. If no 
standards exist, the symbols and colours should be 
described in the documentation supplied with the implant. 

4 Retained. 
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Fundamental principles in ISO/TR 14283 Subclauses of 
ISO 14708-1 

Clauses of ISO 14708-3 and 
aspects covered 

4.8.3 The label should bear the following particulars: 5 Addition. 

a) the name or trade name and address of the 
manufacturer; 

9.2 
11.1 

Retained. 
Retained. 

b) the details strictly necessary for the user to identify the 
implant and the contents of the packaging; 

9.3 
9.4 
9.8 

9.10 
11.6 
11.7 

Retained. 
Addition. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 

11.101 Requires additional 
component information on sterile pack.

28.104 Requires a patient ID card 
with model designation and implant 
centre information. 

c) where appropriate, an indication that the contents of 
the packaging are sterile (e.g. “STERILE”); 

9.5 
11.2 
11.3 

Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 

d) where appropriate, the batch code or the serial 
number (SN), preceded by an appropriate identification 
(e.g. “LOT” or “SN” respectively); 

9.3 
11.6 

Retained. 
Retained. 

28.104 Requires a patient ID card 
with device serial or lot number. 

e) where appropriate, an indication of the date by which 
the implant should be used; 

9.7 
11.5 

Retained. 
Retained. 

f) an indication that the implant is for single use; 28.18 Retained. 

9.101 Requires single use labelling 
on the sales packaging. 

g) if appropriate, any indication of special purpose (e.g. 
“custom-made device” or “exclusively for clinical 
investigations”); 

9.12 
11.10 

Retained. 
Retained. 

h) any special storage and/or handling conditions; 9.11 Retained. 

i) any special operating instructions; Note 4 — 

j) any warnings and/or precautions to take; Note 5 — 

k) for active implants, month and year of manufacture; 9.6 
11.4 

Retained. 
Retained. 

28.103 Requires each piece of 
documentation to bear the year of 
issue. 

l) if applicable, method of sterilization. 11.2 Retained. 

4.8.4 If the intended purpose of the implant is not 
obvious to the user, the manufacturer should clearly state it 
on the label and in the instructions for use. 

9.10 Retained. 

4.8.5 Wherever reasonable and practicable, the 
implants and detachable components should be identified, if 
appropriate in terms of serial numbers or batches, to allow 
all appropriate actions to be taken following discovery of 
any potential risk posed by the implants and detachable 
components. 

8.2 
13.1 
13.2 

Addition. 
Amendment. 
Retained. 
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Fundamental principles in ISO/TR 14283 Subclauses of 
ISO 14708-1 

Clauses of ISO 14708-3 and 
aspects covered 

4.8.6 If appropriate, the instructions for use should 
contain the following particulars: 

  

a) the details referred to in 4.8.3, with the exception of d), 
e) and k); 

28.1 
28.3 

28.16 
28.18 
28.21 

Addition. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 

b) the performances referred to in 3.3 of 
ISO/TR 14283:2004 and any undesirable side-effects; 

28.8 Retained. 

c) if the implant should be used with or connected to 
other medical devices or equipment in order to operate as 
required for its intended purpose, sufficient details of its 
characteristics to identify the correct implants or equipment 
to use in order to obtain a safe combination; 

28.4 
28.5 
28.9 

Retained. 
Retained. 
Retained. 

d) all the information needed to verify whether the implant 
is properly used and can operate correctly and safely, plus, 
where appropriate, information allowing the lifetime of the 
energy source to be established; 

28.10 Retained. 

28.101 Requires methods for 
determining that the device is 
operating properly. 

28.102 Requires information on 
device settings and parameters for 
safe operation. 

e) where appropriate, information to avoid specified risks 
in connection with implantation of the implant; 

28.11 Retained. 

f) information regarding the risks of reciprocal 
interference posed by the presence of the implant during 
specific investigations or treatment; 

28.12 Addition. 

g) the necessary instructions in the event of damage to 
the sterile packaging and, where appropriate, details of 
appropriate methods of resterilization; 

28.17 Retained. 

h) if implants are supplied with the intention that they be 
sterilized before use, the instructions for cleaning and 
sterilization should be such that, if correctly followed, the 
implant will still comply with the principles in Clause 3 of 
ISO/TR 14283:2004; 

28.17 Retained. 

i) details of any further treatment or handling needed 
before the implant can be used (for example, sterilization, 
final assembly, etc.); 

Note 3 — 

j) in the case of implants emitting radiation for medical 
purposes, details of the nature, type intensity and 
distribution of this radiation. 

Note 2 — 

The instructions for use should also include details allowing 
the medical staff to brief the patient on any contra-
indications and any precautions to be taken. These details 
should cover in particular: 

  

k) precautions to be taken in the event of changes in the 
performance of the implant; 

28.19 
28.20 

Amendment. 
Retained. 

l) precautions to be taken as regards exposure to, in 
reasonably foreseeable environmental conditions, e.g. 
magnetic fields, external electrical influences, electrostatic 
discharge, pressure or variations in pressure, acceleration, 
thermal ignition sources, etc.; 

28.22 Addition. 
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Fundamental principles in ISO/TR 14283 Subclauses of 
ISO 14708-1 

Clauses of ISO 14708-3 and 
aspects covered 

m) adequate information regarding the medicinal product 
or products which the implant in question is designed to 
administer, including any limitations in the choice of 
substances to be delivered; 

28.7 Retained. 

n) precautions to be taken against any special, unusual 
risks related to the disposal of the implant; 

28.24 Retained. 

o) medicinal products incorporated into the implant as an 
integral part in accordance with 4.1.4 of ISO/TR 
14283:2004; 

28.8 Retained. 

p) degree of accuracy claimed for implants with a 
measuring function. 

5 Addition. 

4.9 Clinical evaluation 

If conformity with the fundamental principles for implants 
should be based on clinical data, such data should be 
established by either: 

  

a) a compilation of the relevant scientific literature 
currently available on the purpose intended by the 
manufacturer or 

19.4 Amendment. 

b) the results of all the clinical investigations carried out 
in a way that protects the human subjects and ensures the 
scientific conduct of the investigation. 

19.4 Amendment. 

NOTE 1 This principle is fundamental to all aspects of an active implantable medical device addressed by ISO 14708. 

NOTE 2 Not applicable to active implantable medical devices. 

NOTE 3 Not applicable because 14.1 requires that implantable parts of an active implantable medical device be provided sterile. 

NOTE 4 For implantable parts of an active implantable medical device, all operating instructions are provided in the accompanying 
documentation. 

NOTE 5 In the general case, warnings and precautions, except for those dealing with special handling conditions [see 4.8.3.h)] 
should be described in the accompanying documentation instead of on the label. 
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Annex BB 
(informative) 

 
Relationship between the clauses of this part of ISO 14708 and the 

fundamental principles listed in Annex AA 

Clauses of 
ISO 14708-3 

Fundamental principle of 
ISO/TR 14283 

Clauses of 
ISO 14708-3 

Fundamental principle of 
ISO/TR 14283 

4 4.8.2 

5 4.4.1, 4.4.1.1, 4.4.1.2, 4.4.2, 4.7.1.4, 
4.7.1.5, 4.7.3.1, 4.7.3.2, 4.7.3.3, 
4.7.3.4, 4.7.4.2, 4.7.4.3, 4.7.4.4, 4.8.3, 
4.8.6 p) 

6.101 

6.102 

7.1 

7.2 

8.1 

8.2 

8.101 

8.102 

9.1 

9.2 

9.3 

9.4 

9.5 

9.6 

9.7 

9.8 

9.9 

9.10 

9.11 

9.12 

9.101 

10.1 

10.2 

10.3 

10.4 

11.1 

11.2 

3.3, 4.7.4.2 

3.3 

4.2.3 

3.5, 4.2.3 

3.1 

4.8.5 

3.5 

3.5 

4.5.3 

4.8.3 a) 

4.8.3 b), 4.8.3 d) 

4.8.3 b) 

4.8.3 c) 

4.8.3 k) 

4.8.3 e) 

4.8.3 b) 

4.3.1 

4.8.3 b), 4.8.4 

4.8.3 h) 

4.8.3 g) 

4.8.3 f) 

3.5, 4.2.3 

3.5, 4.2.3 

3.5 

3.3, 4.8.1 

4.8.3 a) 

4.8.3 c), 4.8.3 l) 

11.3 

11.4 

11.5 

11.6 

11.7 

11.8 

11.9 

11.10 

11.101 

12.1 

12.2 

12.3 

13.1 

13.2 

13.3 

13.4 

14.1 

14.2 

14.3 

14.4 

15.1 

15.2 

16.1 

16.2 

16.3 

16.101 

17 

18.1 

18.2 

18.3 

19.1 

4.8.3 c) 

4.8.3 k) 

4.8.3 e) 

4.8.3 b), 4.8.3 d) 

4.8.3 b), 4.2.3 

4.3.1 

4.2.3 

4.8.3 g) 

4.8.3 b) 

4.2.3 

4.2.3 

3.5 

4.8.5 

4.8.5 

4.7.1.3 

4.4.1.2 

4.2.1, 4.2.3, 4.2.4, 4.2.5 

4.1.2, 4.2.5 

4.1.1 a), 4.1.1 b), 4.1.2 

4.1.4 

4.3.2 a) 

4.3.2 a) 

4.7.2.1 

4.7.2.2 

4.7.2.2 

4.7.4.4 

4.7.2.2, 4.3.2 d) 

4.5.3 

4.5.3 

4.5.3 

4.3.2 d) 
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Clauses of 
ISO 14708-3 

Fundamental principle of 
ISO/TR 14283 

Clauses of 
ISO 14708-3 

Fundamental principle of 
ISO/TR 14283 

19.2 

19.3 

19.4 

19.5 

20.1 

20.2 

21 

22 

23.1 

23.2 

23.3 

23.4 

23.5 

23.6 

24 

25 

26.1 

26.2 

27.101 

27.102 

27.103 

27.104 

27.105 

27.106 

28.1 

28.2 

3.4, 4.3.2 d), 4.7.1.2 

3.4, 3.6, 4.1.7, 4.7.1.1, 4.7.4.1 

3.6, 4.9 a), 4.9 b) 

4.1.3 

4.3.2 c) 

4.3.2 c) 

4.3.2 c) 

4.3.2 c) 

3.4, 4.3.2 b) 

3.4, 4.3.2 b) 

3.4 

3.4 

3.4 

3.4, 4.3.1 

4.3.2 b) 

4.3.2 b) 

3.4, 4.7.2.2 

3.5, 4.3.2 b) 

4.3.2 b) 

4.3.2 b) 

4.3.2 b) 

4.3.2 b) 

4.3.2 b) 

4.3.2 b) 

4.8.6 a) [4.8.3 a)] 

4.5.3 

28.3 

28.4 

28.5 

28.6 

28.7 

28.8 

28.9 

28.10 

28.11 

28.12 

28.13 

28.14 

28.15 

28.16 

28.17 

28.18 

28.19 

28.20 

28.21 

28.22 

28.23 

28.24 

28.101 

28.102 

28.103 

28.104 

4.8.6 a) [4.8.3 b)] 

3.4, 4.3.1, 4.8.6 c) 

4.3.1, 4.8.6 c) 

4.7.1.3 

4.8.6 m) 

4.8.6 b), 4.8.6 o) 

4.8.6 c) 

4.8.6 d) 

4.8.6 e) 

4.3.2 c), 4.8.6 f) 

4.3.2 c) 

4.3.2 c) 

4.3.2 c) 

4.8.6 a) [4.8.3 c)] 

4.8.6 g), 4.8.6 h) 

4.8.6 a) [4.8.3 f)] 

4.8.6 k) 

4.8.6 k) 

4.8.6 a) [4.8.3 h)] 

4.8.6 l) 

3.4 

4.8.6 n) 

4.8.6 d) 

4.8.6 d) 

4.8.3 k) 

4.8.3 b), 4.8.3 d) 
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Annex CC 
(informative) 

 
Rationale 

CC.1 General 

The following notes on some of the provisions of this part of ISO 14708 are provided as an aid to 
understanding. The notes in this annex carry the numbers of the relevant clauses of this part of ISO 14708, 
therefore, paragraph numbering in this annex is not consecutive. 

CC.2 Notes on specific clauses and subclauses 

1 Trial screeners are included in the scope because of the customary practice for a trial period of 
stimulation prior to the decision to implant. It is felt that the trial screening device needs to have the same 
performance and characteristics as the actual neurostimulator. Non-implantable neurostimulators that are 
used for other purposes and that cannot be considered as accessories to an implantable neurostimulator, are 
excluded from the scope of this part of ISO 14708. 

6.101 This subclause provides a uniform method for measuring stimulation pulse characteristics so the 
specifications and characteristics provided by the manufacturer in the accompanying documentation are 
acquired in a consistent manner. 

It is important for the user to understand the stimulation pulse shapes and measurement parameters, such as 
load. In particular, if pulse shapes or other characteristics are different depending on output mode, state or 
configuration these elements of device operation need to be brought to the attention of the user. 

Measurement units, such as volts or milliamperes, are specified for uniformity. In addition, other units can be 
used if the manufacturer chooses. 

Load impedance, RL, is specified by the manufacturer to allow for variations in tissue impedances depending 
on application. In addition, a uniform load impedance is specified for comparative purposes. 

Room temperature is specified for the test equipment and test sample for convenience. It is not expected, with 
the use of modern technology, to have significant changes in measured values between room temperature 
and 37 °C. 

In particular, when stimulating sensory nerves, it is important that the stimulation pulse be stable to prevent 
unintentional changes in stimulation intensity that might be perceived by the patient as shocking, intermittent 
stimulation or loss of therapy. 

8.2 The intent of ISO 14708-1 was to cover implanted parts because of the risk and inconvenience of 
replacement. Therefore, this part of ISO 14708 excludes temporary leads, such as might be used for trial 
screeners, from the requirement. 

8.101 This requirement extends labelling for handling during transport to all parts, including implantable 
parts. Electrically powered non-implantable parts are covered by the requirements of Clause 5. 

8.102 This requirement extends labelling for environmental conditions during transport to all parts, including 
implantable parts. Electrically powered non-implantable parts are covered by the requirements of Clause 5. 

10.3 The test in this part of ISO 14708 is harmonized with the test in IEC 60601-1. The note explains that 
removable stickers are excluded if they contain information beyond the requirements in this part of ISO 14708. 

13.1 The wet rub test was changed to be consistent with 10.3. 
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